[Marfan syndrome in childhood: cardiovascular manifestations. Echocardiographic changes].
We report the cases of eight children with Marfan syndrome. Seven (87.5%) were diagnosed with cardiopathy, everyone with auscultatory findings. Electrocardiographic patterns were nonspecific. Enlargement of the aortic root was present in two of the cases as seen by thorax x-rays. Echocardiography detected the presence of mitral valve prolapse in 87.5% of the patients (7 cases) and aortic enlargement in 75% of the patients (6 cases). Echocardiography also detected the presence of aortic dysplasia, tricuspid valve prolapse and right and left ventricular hypertrophy. During the follow-up period, no case had cardiac failure. There was no mortality. The aortic enlargement was progressive and was not modified by propranolol treatment. Surgical treatment was not needed. Family history related to this condition was present in a very small percentage (37.5%). We comment on one infantile form of Marfan syndrome with its own phenotype different from that of classical Marfan syndrome.